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In the upper left, you see an empty box called Target Variable. Here, you will enter the name 
of the new variable you want to create. Pick a name that is logical. If you are creating a scale 
total, call it the name of the scale. Our example here involves a measure called the Padua 
Inventory (a measure of obsessive-compulsiveness); for that reason, a logical name is Padua 
ScaleTotal (notice there are no spaces between the words). Underneath that box is “Type & 
Label;” if you click on this, you can provide a name for the variable (here spaces are allowed) 
“Padua Scale Total” and you can specify the type of variable (e.g., Numeric). Recall we talked 
about the importance of specifying numeric variables if you are going to perform analyses.

Next, you will move over items from the variable list to the box labeled “Numeric 
Expression” where you (typically) add the items you need to create your new variables. 
Note that there are many functions you can perform on your numeric expression (see 
box under Function group). For the purposes of our example, we are (a) adding and  
(b) using just three items, called padua1, padua2, and padua3 (from our variable list). 
Once you are finished, in this case wanting to add up the scores on padua1, padua2, 
and padua3, you would click “OK” in the lower right-hand corner. Notice that the 
“OK” is shaded; this indicates that it is available to click (see Figure 10.10).

FIGURE 10.10	 Compute Function With Numeric Expression Indicated


